Cognitive Performance of Patients with Epilepsy and Calcified Neurocysticercotic Lesions: A Case-Control Study.
Neuropsychological tests were applied to 20 patients with focal epilepsy related to calcified neurocysticercosis (NCC) (mean: three lesions/patient; NCC group), 22 patients with focal epilepsy without NCC (EPI group), and 29 healthy controls matched for age, sex, and educational level. The EPI and NCC groups were matched for age at onset of epilepsy, epilepsy duration, frequency of attacks, seizure semiology, interictal EEG findings, and antiepileptic drugs used. There were no differences in the digit span, word span, calculus, and Mini-Mental State examination among the three groups studied. The NCC and EPI groups showed lower scores than controls in immediate and delayed verbal memory, famous faces test, spatial recognition span, abstractions and judgment, and visuoconstructional abilities. The EPI group, but not the NCC group, also had lower scores in a praxis tests. There were no differences between the NCC and EPI groups in any of the tests applied (P > 15), except for the spatial recognition span, which was lower in the former. Cognitive impairment is a prevalent neuropsychological feature of patients with epilepsy and NCC.